


Map

Schedule
8:00-8:30  Registration, Coffee
8:30-8:50  Welcoming Remarks, Worship Center
8:50-9:30  Morning Keynote, Allen Arnold
9:30-9:40  Break
9:40-10:30   Breakout Session #1 
10:30-10:50   Break
10:50-11:40   Breakout Session #2 
11:40 -12:40  Lunch
    Author Book Signings
    Photo Booth
    Readings
    Roundtable Discussion
12:40-12:50  Door prizes, Worship Center
12:50-1:30   Afternoon Keynote, James Rubart
1:30-1:50   Break
1:50-2:40   Breakout Session #3
2:40-3:00  Break
3:00-3:50  Breakout Session #4 
3:50-4:00  Break
4:00-4:30  Final Remarks, Door Prizes, Worship Center

Floor 2 (Upstairs)

Lunchtime options
Box lunches will be served upstairs.

You can visit in the common area, 
or take your lunch to one of the fol-
lowing opportunities:

Room 201: Head and Shoulders 
Author Photo by Ashlee Branton
Room 202: Author book signings
Youth Room Downstairs:           

Spoken Word Readings, sponsored 
by Christian Life News.

Please consider the custodian!

                                       



Breakouts

Map

Floor 1 (Downstairs)

A.M. P.M. 
Name  Title                Room   
Allen Arnold  From Boring to              Main                 
& James Rubart Breakout
Jessie Davis   We are Now     205
J.D. Dudycha  Secrets of     110       
   Self Publishing 
Greg Johnson    How to Know     204   
   You Need an Agent 
Michael Klassen Writing With Your     103  
   Audience in Mind
Alexandra  The Blogging Platform   202 
Kuykendall  
Sherri Langton  What Editors      201  
   Wish Writers Knew    
Stant Litore  Creating Killer     104  
   Characters    
Patricia Raybon Mastering the Memoir   100
Jen Turano  Publishing 101       203
Craig Volk  The Circle That     209  
   is the Story 

Name  Title        Room
Allen Arnold  Crash Course on     Main         
& James Rubart    How to Stand Out
John  Blase    The Beautiful Due        201
Dianne Butts    Conquering the        209 
   Dreaded Query Letter 
Deb Hall  Equipping Writers with     103  
   Vital Tools
Shelley Hitz   Write More, Write Better   205
John Meyer  Finding God in the Story  104
William Owens The Authentic Pen        110
Michelle Senters Write Brained         202
Lori Wildenberg Narrow Your Audience      204
Lucille Zimmerman  Pain to Published        203

Teen Track - Downstairs, all breakouts, Multipurpose



This could be the day that changes 
your life.

You’ve made a huge commitment 
today, stepping out of all the other 
distractions in life to invest in your 
writing life.

For some, doing something like this 
is a huge leap of faith. This might 
be your first conference. Or maybe 
you entertain the idea of writing, but 
you’ve actually never really published 
anything. You are among friends!

For others, you’ve been published, 
but the false god of success shouts 
down your efforts. You hear the 
whispers whenever you put fingers 
to keyboard, telling you that no one 
cares what you have to say.

God cares about your words. He can 
take those words and change the 
world. 

Make some friends while you are 
here. Don’t be afraid to tell someone 
that yes, you are a writer. You’ll never 
find a place packed with so many 
people who understand this strange 
obsession.

Sign up for one of the five writers’ 
groups throughout the area so you 
can encourage others and receive the 
blessing back.

We’re just a rag-tag group of writers 
just like you that have tried to put to-
gether a resourceful, inspirational and 
motivational day. 

May your words be blessed,

David Rupert for Writers on the Rock

Socially yours
Twitter: @WORConference

Facebook: WritersOnTheRockConference
Spread the word --  Tag #WORConf

Welcome



Allen Arnold, recipi-
ent of the 2012 ACFW 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award, spent 20 years 
as a leader within 
Christian publishing. 
He was founder and 
publisher of Thomas 
Nelson Fiction, over-
seeing the launch of 
more than 500
novels spanning every imaginable genre. 
Today, he directs Content at Ransomed Heart 
– a ministry led by New York Times bestselling       
author John Eldredge–and pursues his calling to 
the larger creative community by helping story-
tellers, songwriters and artists discover how to 
intimately and actively create with God.

Live Free, Write Free: 
The Two Realms

Allen Arnold 
Keynote Address

Worship Center, 8:30 a.m.
All writers create from either the Orphan or the Free-
dom Realm. In this opening keynote message, industry 
veteran Allen Arnold takes writers through the looking 
glass into a radically counterintuitive way to view and 
pursue their stories. It’s a journey that leads to an awak-
ened heart, a release from man-made industry rules, 
and an invitation to create with the Creator. Discover 
the foundation every writer needs but few experience 
in this presentation that fuses the fantastical with the 
practical.

Stepping Out of the Shadows
James Rubart

Keynote Address
Worship Center, 12:40 p.m.

James L. 
Rubart is 28 
years old, but 
lives trapped 
inside an 
older man's 
body. He 
thinks he's 
still young 
enough to 
water-ski like 
a madman 
and dirt bike 
with his two grown sons, and loves to send read-
ers on journeys they'll remember months after 
they finish one of his stories. He's the best-selling, 
Christy, INSPY, and RT Book Reviews award 
winning author of seven novels as well as a profes-
sional speaker. During the day he runs his mar-
keting company, which helps businesses, authors, 
and publishers make more coin of the realm. He 
lives with his amazing wife on a small lake in east-
ern Washington.

We are all divinely designed for a specific destiny, but 
often we’re held back by chains and wounds that Jesus 
longs to free us from. In this closing keynote, James 
shares the story of how he stepped out of the shadows in 
his life, and more importantly shares the specific steps 
on how you can break out of your own shadows and step 
fully into your greatest dreams.



Workshop 3, 4
A Crash Course in How to Stand 

Out
Worship Center

James Rubart With Allen Arnold
Workshop 1, 2

How to Take Any Idea from Boring 
to Breakout
Worship Center

In Hollywood, they are known as script doctors. 
Writers who can take a screenplay from forgettable to 
blockbuster by asking strategic, key questions. Former 
Thomas Nelson Fiction Publisher Allen Arnold and 
best-selling, award winning author James L. Rubart 
are masters of the techniques behind these questions. 
In this workshop, they’ll reveal how to apply them 
to the core essence of your story–whether fiction or 
non-fiction–and help transform your manuscript from 
good to great.

You can learn all the social media techniques in 
the world, but without a compelling brand, your 
readers will get a bad taste in their mouths and 
won’t engage with your FB page, blog, website, or 
Twitter feed. During this workshop, marketing 
veterans James L. Rubart and Allen Arnold will 
teach you what a brand is, how to discover yours, 
and then show you how to develop your brand 
in a way that will be eagerly consumed by others, 
then shared with the masses.

Are You Writing in Community?
Writers on the Rock exists to encourage writers. We 
want you to be part of something bigger so your words 
can make an impact on our world.

Monthly groups are conveniently placed around the 
metro area for you. 

Colorado Springs, 
Fort Collins
* TBD
* Send note to                              
david@davidrupert.net

Highlands Ranch 
* 2nd Tuesday of the Month.
* Coordinator Royalene 
Doyle,doylewrites@comcast.net 

Northglenn 
* TBD
* Coordinator: Judi Iverson-Gilbert, 
judi@equippingcompany.com

North East Denver
* 3rd Saturday (Tentative)
* Coordinator: Patricia Raybon, 
patricia@patriciaraybon.com

Lakewood
* 4th Tuesday
* Coordinator: David Rupert, 
david@davidrupert.net

Don’t let the momentum of the day pass you by. 
Sign up, commit and get ready to see your efforts 
go to the next level.

If you don’t see a group convenient to you, let us 
know and we’ll help you start one. 



John Blase is a writer, blogger, speaker, 
collaborator and an acquisitions agent for 
Multnomah Publishers. The son of a pas-
tor, John was a pastor himself for fourteen 
years serving at churches in Texas, Arkan-
sas and Colorado. 
He is the author of Know When to Hold 
Them: The High Stakes Game of Father-
hood and Touching Wonder, Recapturing 
the Awe of Christmas. John co-authored 
three books with Brennan Manning: Dear 
Abba: Morning and Evening Prayer, All is 
Grace: A Ragamuffin Memoir and Smack 
Dab in the Middle of God’s Love. He is the 
co-author and editor of numerous titles 
including the Worldviews reference book, 
The Message Children’s Bible and multi-
volume Bible study courses: Living the 
Questions, Living the Letters and Real Life 
Stuff for Couples (NavPress). He also co-
wrote Start With Me: A Modern Parable 
with Michael Seaton (Zondervan).

John Updike once said , “My 
only duty was to describe reality 
as it had come to me, to give the 
mundane its beautiful due.” Some 
people live big, flashy, adven-
turous lives. Most of us don’t. 
Most of us live rather ordinary, 
repetitious lives. So how can we 
write about our lives in such a 
way as to honor the mundane, to 
give them the beautiful due they 
deserve? We’ll look at a couple 
of writers who do this well, then 
we’ll finish up with a writing 
exercise centered around “the 
precious ordinary.”

The Beautiful Due
John Blase

Workshop 3, 4
Room 201

Conquering the    
Dreaded Query Letter

Dianne Butts
Workshop 3, 4

Room 209

John authors a poetry blog, 
the beautiful due; the gospel 
according to John, where he 
shares his mastery of the form. 
John’s writing is intense and 
personal, fiercely optimistic, 
and questioning; distilled 
through “a strange thing called 
grace.”

Do query letters scare you? Do you avoid markets that require query let-
ters? What is a query letter? When do I need to send one? What should I 
include in my query? This workshop answers all these questions and many 
more. Plus, Dianne shares her 18-point formula for writing a query letter 
to help you more easily piece together your own. Learn when to use query 
letters and how to write a one-page query that will open doors for your 
magazine articles at periodicals that require them. With a little tweaking 
you can use the same formula to query book publishers with your book 
ideas or even production companies for your screenplays.

Dianne E. Butts has been writing for more 
than twenty-five years and has placed more 
than 300 articles in magazines such as The 
Lookout, the Salvation Army’s national 
publication, War Cry!, Encounter for Teens, 
and Enrichment Journal, Focus on the Family 
magazine, and Clubhouse, as well as numerous 
online sites including www.FindingGodDaily.
com, www.TheChristianPulse.com and Think-
ingAboutSuicide.com
Dianne is the author of six print books and 
has also contributed to twenty other books 
including Chicken Soup for the Soul. She has 
produced three e-books for writers and writes 
the ButtsAboutWriting.blogspot.com" blog. She 

also writes BiblePropheciesFulfilled.
blogspot.com blog and has pro-
duced two e-books in the “Best of 
Bible Prophecies Fulfilled Blog” 
series. All her e-books are available 
on Kindle.
Dianne is also a screenwriter. Her 
most recent screenplay was a final-
ist in the Kairos Prize for Spiritu-
ally Uplifting Screenplays.
When she isn’t writing, Dianne  
enjoys gardening with her cat P.C. 
and riding her motorcycle with her 
husband, Hal. They are members 
of the Christian Motorcyclists As-
sociation.



Jessie Davis was born in 
what used to be the sleepy 
town of Golden, CO. In 
her teenage years, she met 
Jesus at a tiny church in 
the mountains. He capti-
vated her heart and set it 
free, and by the time she 
was 20, she felt His call 
clearly to pursue ministry. 
In 2008 she joined the Red 
Rocks Church and in 2010 
began to lead the Young 
Adults of Red Rocks, 
fondly nicknamed "Y.A." 
This year she launched the 
communication ministry,  
Kingdom Bend, a plat-
form devoted to seeing the 
next generation of believ-
ers bend their dreams 
around Jesus'. This year 
also saw the publication of 
her first book, Post Grad, 
a guide to navigating your 
20's after graduation. She 
is married to her "roots" 
and incredible husband, 
Jon. They live busy but 
fulfilling lives in Denver, 
CO, with their sweet baby 
girl, Brooklyn.

J.D. Dudycha is the author of two self-published 
books: Paint the Black, and Sitting Dead Red. J.D. 
is a former college baseball player and coach. 
He has over ten years of experience in baseball 
at the collegiate level. He retired from coach-
ing shortly after the birth of his son. Since his 
retirement, he developed a love for writing, an 
outlet he so desperately needed in the absence 
of baseball. Though his stories are fictional, he 
has drawn from his personal life as well as his 
expertise and knowledge of the game to craft his 
novels.

We Are Now: Shaping the Generation That Will 
Shape the world

Jessie Davis
Workshop 1, 2

Room 205

Uncovering the Secrets 
of Self-publishing

For years now, the press about the 
millennial generation has been 
mixed. Some say they are entitled, 
overly confident, immoral and 
raw. Others say they are the most 
altruistic and giving generation 
to ever walk the face of the earth.  
Regardless of what you believe 
about them, however, one thing 
is clear: they are the generation 
of NOW, and they are the ones 
who will shape the future. That 
being said, how do we shape the 
generation that is already and 

will continue to shape 
the world? How do 
we communicate to a 
generation so inun-
dated with informa-
tion? And what should 
be our goal? Join us for 
a workshop on mil-
lennials, multifaceted 
communication and 
using your words to 
influence the most 
influential generation 
of all time.

Out with the old and in with 
the new. The publishing world 
is ever-changing, so why not 
embrace it. Self-publishing was 
once taboo to speak of. If you 
aren’t represented by a publishing 
house, then forget it, you’ll never 
make it, you’ll never have a book 
published. There are so many 
avenues authors can now take 
if you are willing to step out in 
faith. Tell your story in your own 
words, and be proud of it.

J.D. Dudycha
Workshop 1, 2

Room 110



Deb Hall is a freelance editor who 
loves the collaborative, creative effort 
of working on manuscripts, both 
fiction and nonfiction. As a former 
high school and college English 
teacher, Deb brings her extensive 
training in writing instruction to the 
task of helping authors create their 
best works. She enjoys every stage 
of editing, from manuscript critique 
to copyediting to proofreading. She 
has always loved language and the 
power of words to connect writers 
with readers. Deb lives in beautiful 
Golden, Colorado, with her husband 
and two sons.

As an author coach, business strate-
gist, and Christian entrepreneur, Shel-
ley Hitz is on a mission to help you 
reach more people with your message. 
She believes every person has God-
given gifts and abilities to impact the 
world. Therefore, she encourages you 
to let your light SHINE!
Shelley has coached thousands of 
authors through her books, training 
programs, online events, seminars, 
and more. She has been writing and 
publishing books since 2008 and has 
personally authored over 35 books in-
cluding print, eBook and audio book 

formats. However, she is best known 
for injecting energy and enthusiasm 
into everything she does and inspir-
ing those around her to take action.
Her clients are successfully publish-
ing new books almost everyday 
and some have become #1 Amazon 
best-selling authors in their category 
within days of publishing their books 
simply by following her proven sys-
tem.
Learn to how to write faster and bet-
ter during Shelley’s free 7-day writing 
challenge. You can join for free at 
www.writingweek.com

Learn to how to write faster and better during this workshop. Every 
writer is different and works best under different circumstances. There-
fore, you will learn how to personalize each strategy and discover what 
works best for YOU. Overcome the barriers that have been keeping you 
from making progress in your writing. In this session, you will also get 
handouts that include Shelley’s Writing Week Journal, 30-day writing 
challenge calendar, and affirmations for writers!

Write More, Write Better: 5 Key Writing Strategies 
to Help You Become a Productive Writer

Shelley Hitz
Workshop 3, 4

Room 205

Equipping Writers With Vital Tools
Deb Hall

Workshop 3, 4
Room 103

Maybe you’ve always loved to write but lately have sensed a new or re-
vived calling to work on your craft and perhaps even share your words. 
But maybe you’re unsure of your skills or unsure how to get started. 
Whether you plan to convey your message in the form of fiction or 
nonfiction, equipping yourself with elemental tools is vital. If you’re a 
novice writer or just want to hone your writing skills, this session will 
cover some of the basics you need to know as you compose your story. 
We’ll tackle everything from outlining and organizing to grammar and 
punctuation, leaving you feeling more prepared to answer God’s call to 
share your words.



Workshop 1, 2
How to Really, Really, 

Really Know When You 
Are Ready for an Agent

Greg Johnson
Room 204

Greg Johnson is the 
Founder and President of 
WordServe Literary Group 
and FaithHappenings.
com. He has been a liter-
ary agent for 22 years, and 
has personally represented 
more than 2,300 books and 
negotiated more than 1,800 
contracts valued at more 
than $40 million to over 
eighty different publishing 
houses.
Before working with au-
thors, Greg wrote 23 non-
fiction books and more 
than 200 magazine articles. 

What are agents looking for in a new 
client? How do you know when it is 
really the right time to seek out an 
agent? Are there different criteria 
for fiction and nonfiction authors? 
If your goal is traditional publish-
ing, then you must know when is the 
right time to make your pitch. This 
class will teach the secrets of “You’re 
ready,” “You’re really ready,” and 
“You’re really, really ready.”

He worked for five years as founding editor for  Breakaway 
magazine, and spent ten years working full time with youth in 
the Pacific Northwest.
Greg is married to Becky who works closely with him in evalu-
ating authors and their manuscripts. Together they have six 
adult children, along with seven grandchildren. They make 
their home in Highlands Ranch, Colorado.

Workshop 1, 2
What Editors Wish 

Writers Knew
Sherri Langton

Room 201

Sherri Langton, associate editor 
of the Bible Advocate maga-
zine and of Now What? e-zine, 
has worked over 25 years in 
Christian publishing. She is an 
award-winning freelance writer 
whose work has appeared in 
Focus on the Family, In Touch, 
Upper Room, Today’s Christian 
Woman, Marriage Partnership, 
Discipleship Journal, Decision, 
Quiet Hour, and other publica-
tions. Sherri also has contribut-
ed to Chicken Soup for the Soul 
in Menopause, Chicken Soup 
for the Soul: Parenthood, My 
Turn to Care, Teatime Stories for 

Women, Becoming a Godly Man, Faces of Faith, and Hurray God! 
In addition, she teaches workshops at several Christian writers’ 
conferences. Sherri lives in Denver, Colorado, where she enjoys 
playing drums and percussion at her church.

If you could ask an editor any 
question, what would you ask? 
Sherri Langton brings over 26 
years of experience as both a 
freelance writer and an editor for a 
Christian magazine to help bridge 
the communication gap with 
writers, dispel myths about edi-
tors, and explain mysteries of their 
craft. Working on the editorial side 
has provided her with invaluable 
insight to help writers with a focus 
on non-fiction, magazine article 
style writing.



Michael J. Klassen has worked as a 
Christian author and freelance writer 
since 1997. He’s the author of four 
books, including Prayers To Move 
Your Mountains (Thomas Nelson) 
and Strange Fire, Holy Fire (Bethany 
House). Over the years, he’s contrib-
uted to projects in collaboration with 
Jimmy Carter, Brennan Manning, 
Tony Campolo among many others 
and ghostwritten books for presiden-
tial campaigns and Christian televi-
sion personalities. He’s also a partner 
in The Michael Thomas Group, a hy-
brid publishing company, and the Il-
lumify, an editorial services company. 
In his spare time, he coaches authors.

Workshop 1, 2
Writing with Your Audience in Mind

Michael J. Klassen
Room 103

An emerging voice in weird fiction, Stant Litore is the author of the 
series The Zombie Bible, which retells history (and the Bible) as a series 
of encounters with the restless dead, as well as The Ansible Stories, in 
which twenty-fifth century Islamic explorers become trapped in alien 
bodies on alien worlds. Litore has been featured in “The Year’s Best 
New Sci-Fi” at NPR (March 2014), as an Author Success Story on the 
Amazon.com homepage (November 2013), and in Weird Fiction Review 
and SF Signal. Litore recently released Write Characters Your Readers 
Won’t Forget, a handbook for young writers, and has been featured on 
the same topic in Jeff Vandermeer’s Wonderbook: The Illustrated Guide 
to Creating Imaginative Fiction. Asked what he does for a living, Litore 
says, “I chronicle zombie apocalypses from 3,000 years ago and I build 
collosseums for tyrannosaurs. Author-fu.”
Stant Litore lives in Denver with his wife and two daughters, where he is 
working on his next novel.

Workshop 1, 2
Creating “Killer Characters”

Stant Litore
Room 104

You spend countless hours studying, researching, and pouring 
your soul into your manuscript. But when you finally share your 
draft with family and friends, you generate little more than a 
“that’s nice.” What on earth could be wrong? During this work-
shop, author and freelance writer Michael J. Klassen will address 
the following topics:
• The biggest mistake authors commit in defining their audience
• The number one assumption authors must make in writing to 
their audience
• How the Internet has changed the way people read
• Secrets to grabbing your audience and pulling them into your 
book

Based on Stant Litore’s book Write Char-
acters Your Readers Won’t Forget, this class 
will offer a deep look at what makes char-

acters unforgettable and how you can make that happen on the 
page. We’ll discuss backstory (how to handle it; how to use it as a 
tool); ways to explore your character’s history; and the psychology 
of how readers and characters connect.



Denver Post sportswriter John Meyer 
has been a full-time sports journalist 
for four decades; the past 34 years in 
Denver. He has covered seven Winter 
Olympics and four Summer Olym-
pics. 
In 1985 he covered a Denver-based 
expedition to Mount Everest and 

Alexandra Kuykendall spends her 
days washing dishes, driving to and 
from different schools and trying to 
find a better solution to the laun-
dry dilemma. She is the author of 
two books: The Artist’s Daughter: 
A Memoir (Revell) and Loving My 
Actual Life: An Experiment in Relish-

Workshop 1, 2 
Blogging as a Platform
Alexandra Kuykendall

Room 202

Does blogging have a purpose 
for a writer? Or is it simply more 
work with little reward? With two 
million new blog posts published 
daily, why consider adding to the 
noise of the online space? From 
brand management to diversify-
ing a writing platform, a blog can 

Workshop 3,4 
Finding God in 

the Story
John Meyer

Room 104

John Meyer has found that the 
more he asks God to use him 
in his work as a journalist in a 
secular publication, and then gives 
all the glory to Him, the better his 
“God stories” get — and the easier 
they are to write. 
John will share some of his favor-
ite stories of hope and inspiration 
and how they came about. But 
there’s no secret how he gets those 
stories: He asks for them in prayer.

ing What’s Right in Front of Me 
(Baker) releasing May 2016. 
A regular contributor to MOPS 
International’s Hello Dearest 
blog, she has appeared on a 
variety of blogs including her.
meneutics (Christianity Today’s 
blog for women) and (in)cour-
age. Alex lives in the shadows 
of downtown Denver with 
her husband Derek and their 
4 daughters who range in age 
from 13 to 4. You can connect 
with her at AlexandraKuyken-
dall.com where she blogs about 
life and love from her vantage 
point.

climbed to an elevation of 24,000 feet on Everest's West Ridge. 
He has been inducted into the Colorado Ski Hall of Fame and the 
Colorado Running Hall of Fame in recognition of his coverage of 
those sports. 
He has been presented the Jesse Abramson Award for excellence in 
track and field journalism and the FIS Journalist award by the Inter-
national Ski Federation for lifetime contributions to the sport.

be a great connecting point for 
writers and readers. We will ex-
plore what makes this platform 
unique, the various reasons for 
a blog, and how this writing 
platform can be maximized for 
God’s purposes. Experienced 
and novice bloggers welcome.



William Owens is a prolific author 
of seven books in the Christian 
literature genre which include Di-
vine Protocol, Warriors Arise, and his 
most recent work, Naked Before God 
- Words that Express My Heart, which 
is a compilation of 44 poems written 
during a season of intense transi-
tion and a deeper discovery of God. 
As a playwright, he is preparing for 
the revised showing of his successful 
2008 stage play named after one of 
his most successful books, Bastards in 
the Pulpit, to debut in Denver in2016.
Owens has spent over two decades 
within the publishing industry and is 
also a noted activist within the politi-
cal community in bringing a voice 
of truth in declaring God’s Word 
regarding the issues that face our na-
tion.
Recently relocating to the Denver 
area, he has launched a Christian 
print and digital newspaper entitled 
Christian Life News. The vision of 
CLN is to provide a platform of au-
thentic media with a Biblical world-
view fueled by passionate journalism. 
The inaugural edition releases in 
early 2016. He speaks regularly on 
the Authentic Pen to encourage writ-
ers, artists, and performers to obtain 
their authentic voice. It is based on 
Psalms 45:1.

Workshop 3,4 
The Authentic Pen

William Owens
Room 110

The Psalmist proclaims “My heart over-
flows with a good theme; I address the 
verses to the King. My tongue is the pen 
of a ready writer.”
In this session, Christian Life News pub-
lisher and multimedia producer William 

Owens will take you through a discovery of finding your authentic 
pen.   
If you believe you have the ability to write, your first quest should be 
to find the purpose behind your words. Authentic writing is borne of 
a desire for the King and finds its birthplace in the heart, not in the 
mind.  The authentic pen is needed in our generation more than ever. 
Christians who have this calling and gift must position themselves 
by discerning God’s will specifically within the numerous multime-
dia platforms that exist. Once this has been accomplished – it is then 
through bold faith that you must seek venues to publish the works of 
your “ready pen.”

I'm sure you 
dId not get 
a chance to 
vIsIt all of 
the breakout 
sessIons... 

dId you?
www.christianlifenews.tv

Sign up and learn more:

www.christianlifenews.tv

No need to worry! You can enjoy all of the classes on 
the new christian life news tv channel for as little 

as 50 cents per day!  Become an affiliate and share it with 
others and we'll pay you 20%!
 Do you have video content that provides instructions 
that people might want to pay for? Tell us about it, we 
might want to distributed your content on our platform!

Use the code: "iwasthere" and you'll receive  
50% off the regular price. Hurry! Expires March 7, 2016

(Valid only for verified registered attendees of the live event.)

Neal Browne, Media expert 
and author of the blog www.

ExpertMediaCoach.com 
Watch the 

video!



Workshop 3, 4 
Write Brained: The Care and 
Keeping of the Creative Mind

Michelle Lynn Senters
Room 202

Michelle Lynn Senters writes 
inspirational non-fiction for 
women and children’s picture 
books. Moody Publishers 
will release Michelle’s first 
book, The Unseen Compan-
ion in September 2016. She 
serves as the Founder and 
Director of Arise Ministry 
for Single Moms. She also 
founded KIDS ARE WRIT-
ERS, a website designed to 
inspire and educate young 
writers around the world. An 
elementary teacher, Michelle 

When a severe case of writer’s block caused 
Michelle Lynn Senters to question her ability, 
she did a little research and learned some-
thing quite astounding. It was all in her head, 
literally speaking. In this workshop, Michelle 
shows the correlation between God’s Word 
and the latest discoveries in brain research as 
it relates to creativity and innovation. De-
signed for writers of all levels, participants 
will learn how 10 factors (nutrition, hydra-
tion, movement, sunlight, sleep, meditation, 
wonder, gratitude, community, and thought) 
affect the brain and its ability to create and 
learn strategies to immediately improve the 
creative mind.

earned a M.Ed. in Integrated Teaching through the Arts. 
She lives in Colorado Springs, Colorado with her hus-
band and has three beautiful daughters and one grand-
son. You can learn more about Michelle at www.michel-
lelynnsenters.com and www.kidsarewriters.com.

Patricia Raybon is an award-
winning author whose essays have 
been published in The New York 
Times Magazine, Newsweek, USA 
Today, USA Weekend, In Touch 
Magazine, Guideposts, Christianity 
Today, the Washington Post’s “Acts 
of Faith” blog, The High Calling, 
Her.Meneutics and also aired on 
National Public Radio. She is 
author of the critically acclaimed 
My First White Friend, which won 
a Christopher Award, and the 
prayer memoir I Told the Moun-
tain to Move, a Book of the Year finalist in Christianity Today’s 
2006 Book Awards competition. Her other books include The 
One Year God’s Great Blessings Devotional and a faith memoir 
co-authored with her daughter Alana entitled Undivided: A 
Muslim Daughter, Her Christian Mother, Their Path to Peace. 
Formerly a Sunday magazine editor at The Denver Post and a 
features reporter at the Rocky Mountain News, Patricia taught 
print journalism at the University of Colorado at Boulder for 
15 years, getting promoted to professor emerita. She now writes 
full-time on matters of faith. Patricia tackles topics that chal-
lenge believers to bridge their divides by drawing closer to one 
another with Christ.

Workshop 1, 2
Mastering the Memoir

Patricia Raybon
Room 100

Is your life worth a book? Have personal 
challenges taught you lessons worth sharing? 
Join award-winning memoirist Patricia Ray-
bon for a writer’s exploration and overview 
of the first-person journey called the mem-
oir. Journey is, in fact, the key concept here. 
Good memoirs go places—from struggle 

and insight to sur-
prise and resolution. 
But writing your 
story well can trans-
form your voyage 
from a safe search to 
a courageous, page-
turning adventure.



Jen Turano is the best-selling, 
critically acclaimed author of 
The Ladies of Distinction series, 
and A Class of Their Own se-
ries, published through Bethany 
House Publishers. Her novel, 
After a Fashion, was chosen as a 
top pick from Romantic Times, 
as well as being named a top ten 
romance of 2015 from Booklist. 
It is also a nominee for Romantic 
Times 2015 Reviewers’ Choice 
Award. Her book, A Most Pecu-
liar Circumstance, was chosen as 
a top ten romance by Booklist in 
2013. Her seventh book, Play-
ing the Part, will release in the 
spring of 2016, followed by a 
new four-book series, The Wall-
flowers. When she’s not writing, 
Jen spends her time outside of 
Denver with her husband and 
neurotic Cattle Dog, enjoying 
herself as an empty-nester since 
her son recently abandoned her 
for the college life. She can be 
found on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/jenturanoau-
thor/ or visit her on the web at 
www.jenturano.com. She is rep-
resented by Susan Brower of the 
Natasha Kern Literary Agency.

Craig Volk received three degrees 
from the University of South Dakota 
and an MFA in playwriting/ screen-
writing from the Yale School of 
Drama. His stage scripts have been 
selected three times for the Eugene 
O’Neill National Playwrights Con-
ference. His play Mayakovsky Takes 
the Stage won the 2007 PEN-USA 
award for best drama.
He spent 12 years working in the 
television/film industry in Los An-
geles and his numerous staff posi-
tions include serving on the Emmy 
winning series Northern Exposure. 
He’s written 12 feature-length 
scripts, six television pilots, and had 
25 episodes of network and cable 
television produced. His teach-
ing posts include the University of 
South Dakota, Green Mountain 
College in Vermont, UC-Davis, and 
UCLA-Extension.
Currently, he teaches writing for 
the Film and Television Program at 
the University of Colorado Denver. 
In 2010 he created and developed a 
two-semester sequence that in-
structs students in a comprehensive 
study of writing and producing for 
traditional television and alterna-
tive broadcast platforms. To date 
this course has produced five web 
series productions. The 2013 series 
entitled The Mortal Coils won third 
place at the national College Televi-
sion Awards.

Workshop 1, 2
Publishing 101 - 

The Basics
Jen Turano

Room 203

Workshop 1, 2
The Circle That is Story

Craig Volk
Room 209

This discussion delves into the 
steps a writer will most likely 
encounter as they travel along 
the path to publication. Be-
ginning with the manuscript, 
we’ll discuss target audience, 
word count, formatting, a brief 
discussion on the most com-
mon mistakes new writers 
make (POV, distraction from 
plot,) how to write the end, 
self-editing, and the benefits of 
critic/beta readers. Next will be 
a discussion of different pub-
lishing options – traditional, 
mid-small press, indie/bou-
tique, vanity press, along with 
the benefits and drawbacks to 
each. Finally, we will have an 
overview of what happens with 
a writer’s manuscript once it 
lands on an acquisition editor’s 
desk and all the details that 
follow.

Practicing writer/educa-
tor Craig Volk’s approach to 
dramatic writing applies across 
all dramatic writing — stage 
plays, screen plays, teleplays. 
His approach is from a writer’s 
perspective. It employs a 
simple and detailed approach 
to structure that allows for 
character-driven narrative to 
focus.



Lucille Zimmerman is the 
author of Renewed: Find-
ing Your Inner Happy in an 
Overwhelmed World (Abing-
don Press). She is a Licensed 
Professional Counselor with 
a private practice in Littleton, 
Colorado. In addition, she 
is an affiliate faculty mem-
ber teaching psychology and 
counseling courses at Colo-
rado Christian University.
On a typical day you will find 
her walking her dog Chipotle, 
reading, writing, and seeing 
clients. She loves good cof-
fee, belly-laughter, fly-fishing, 
and Honey Nut Cheerios. She 
has been married to John for 
28 years and has two adult 
children.

Lori Wildenberg is pas-
sionate about speaking to 
and working with parents 
to help them be the parents 
their children need. She’s an 
author of three parenting 
books, licensed family- par-
ent educator, and a certified 
teacher. Lori is a member of 
the Advanced Writers and 
Speakers Association and 
is co-founder of 1Corinthi-
ans13Parenting.com website 
and ministry.

Who are your people? Better 
yet, who is your person? This 
workshop will help writers, 
authors, and bloggers identify 
and effectively speak to their 
audience. By knowing the 
reader, the writer is able to 
share the message God has put 
on his or her heart in a person-
al and intimate way. Discover 
how to connect with your 
audience through social media, 
interpersonal relationships, 
and speaking. This interactive 

Turning your life experiences 
into print. Lucille will share 
how she turned a time of pain 
and growth into a published 
book. Lucille will talk about 
the elements that make up a 
story, how God wants to use 
your story and share parts of 
her story that led to a book. 
She’ll give tips for writing your 
story and talk about the four 
kinds of publishing.

Workshop 3,4 
Pain to Published

Lucille Zimmerman
Room 203

Workshop 3,4 
Narrow Your Audience,       

Expand Your Reach
Lori Wildenberg

Room 204

workshop 
is led by 
national 
speaker 
and au-
thor Lori 
Wilden-
berg.  



The Writers on the Rock Conference Teen Track 
will include both the inspiration and craft of 
writing along with some practical experiences. 
The day will be broken into four segments: 
Building Characters from the outside in and 
the inside out; Building Plots backwards and 
forwards; Discovering the Author’s Message and 
how to share it; and Demo Time when we will 
be writing, dissecting, and rebuilding stories. 
Participants are encouraged to bring samples of 
their WIPs (works in process) for Demo Time.

J. Chris Richards has been writing all her life for both herself and 
others. In her debut novel Shattered Trust she combines her years as 
a police and Army wife with her belief anything is possible if people 
work together to fulfill God’s will for their lives. Several of her short 
stories have appeared in anthologies including Steps to the Abbey in 
Whitby Abbey – Pure Inspiration published by English Heritage and 
New Matters in Lift As You Climb published by Regal Innovations. 
Chris is the founder of Words and Youth (WAY), a series of quar-
terly conferences that encourage young writers and help them build 
a writing community among their peers. She is a member of many 
writing and publishing groups across the nation, including Writers 
on the Rock, and enjoys speaking about the craft of writing, getting 
published, and the importance of writing the message on the author’s 
heart to share with readers.

Tracy Sockriter, from Elizabeth, CO, is the co-director 
for Words and Youth (WAY), which is a quarterly teen 
writing conference designed to help with all aspects of 
writing and publishing. She is a current member of the 
Colorado Springs ACFW group and former Executive 
Editor for a Christian publishing company, including 
children’s imprints.
Wife to her knight, Bill, mother of 5, grandmother of 4, 
she has spent her last 9 years homeschooling her three 
youngest children. She is the Vice Coordinator for an 
American Heritage Girls Troop in Parker, CO. Tracy 
has worked in ministry both as Children’s Director and 
Awana T&T director.

Workshop 1,2,3,4
Teen Track

J. Chris Richards and Tracy Sockriter
Multipurpose Room

Please note: The Teen Track is designed to progress 
through all four workshop time slots, however, at-
tendance to any particular workshop does not require 
attendance to prior workshops.



“My heart overflows 
with a pleasing theme; 

I address my verses 
to the king...

...my tongue is 
like the pen of 

a ready scribe.”      

Psalms  45. 1


